[Intensive care treatment before and after liver transplantation].
Liver transplantation (LT) has become an established therapeutic option for patients with acute and chronic liver failure. Overall survival has dramatically increased over the last decades, mainly due to improved surgical techniques, the introduction of new immunosuppressive and anti-infective drugs but also due to continuous progress in the pre- and post-operative intensive care management of these patients. This article aims to give a short overview of the main aspects regarding pre- and post-LT critical care issues. Intensive care treatment plays a major role in the management of patients with acute and acute-on-chronic liver failure in order to enable a life-saving LT for these patients. Severe infections/sepsis mostly accompanied by multi-organ failure represent the major challenges for intensive care specialists. The immediate postoperative care takes place in the intensive care unit (ICU) in almost all patients. The expected ICU stay has been significantly shortened over the years to an average of about 1-2 days. Infections as well as acute kidney injury are the main complications in the first post-operative weeks being responsible for prolonged ICU stays. Immunologic and surgical complications are additional important issues in the post-LT intensive care setting. The intensive care management pre and post LT is an important, multidisciplinary challenge in the successful treatment of patients with acute and chronic liver failure.